
FACT SHEET - BY OBJECTIVES
General Facts
‣ 3 capital cities 
‣ 11 official languages 
‣ A 25% share in Africa’s total GDP 
‣ The 27th biggest economy in the world (according to the World Bank) 
‣ The largest port in Africa 
‣ The biggest hospital in the world 
‣ 39 million cell phone users 
‣ A 66% share in Africa’s total energy production 
‣ The second-oldest film industry in the world
‣ The country has one of the world’s highest rates of HIV infection, with 12.7% of South 

Africans infected, compared with 0.4% in the United States18.
‣ 1.91 million South African children have been orphaned as a result of HIV’s devastating 

impact1.
‣ Nearly a quarter of South Africa’s population (24.3%) is unemployed and lives on less 

than US $1.25 a day. Median income is often as low as $300 a year2.
‣ 50% of the population lives below the poverty line3.

Gender Equality
‣ 1 in 4 South African men admit to rape, 75% of whom claim to have carried out their first 

assault before age 20. In addition, half of those men admit to having raped more than 
once 4.

‣ Under the "dop" or tot system, measures of alcohol were part of men's wages, which was 
as little as 50 rands a week5. It was outlawed in the 1960s, but widely practiced until well 
after the advent of democracy in 19946. Western Cape farmers who pay their workers with 
alcohol instead of giving them a monthly wage can be fined up to a R1 million under the 
Western Cape Liquor Act which was passed in November 20097.

‣ South Africa has the highest per capita alcohol consumption level in the world8.
‣ South African men often think of gang rape like a game. The leader, who charms the 

woman and gets her to come with him, is called the “marhasimani.” Other men hide under 
the bed until the first man is finished and has left the room, then they take turns having 
sex with the woman while pretending to be the first man. "It's not about her, we bought 
her drinks, you know how drinks are expensive," one man told BBC, disputing the notion 
of gang rape9.

‣ 86% of black lesbians from the Western Cape said they lived in fear of sexual assault via 
“corrective” or “curative” rape, in which men rape women to change their sexual 
orientation10.

‣ Out of 1,500 schoolchildren in the Soweto township, a quarter of all the boys said that 
'jackrolling' - a South African term for recreational gang rape - was fun. In addition, more 
than half the interviewees insisted that when a girl says no to sex she really means yes11.



Rape Prevention (Women Empowerment)
‣ Every 17 seconds, a woman is raped12. Every 3 minutes, a child is raped13.
‣ South Africa has the highest incidence of rape on the globe, with over 50,000 reported 

cases. Experts estimate that an addition 450,000 cases go unreported, bringing the total 
tally to over 500,00014.

‣ On average, approximately 1,300 women (1 in 2) can be expected to be raped every day 
in South Africa15.

‣ 600 women per day are raped in the United States, a country with 6 times South Africa’s 
population16.

‣ According the BBC, a South African woman has a higher chance of being raped than she 
does of learning how to read and write17

Post-Rape Care
‣ South Africa is home to the world’s largest population of people living with HIV (5.7 

million)18. 
‣ The total number of new HIV infections for 2009 is estimated at 413,000. Of these, an 

estimated 59,000 will be among children19.
‣ For 2009, an estimated 10.6% of the total population is HIV positive. There were 354,000 

new infections in mid-2009, plus 59,000 children20.
‣ 65% of cases the victim knew the perpetrator, with the proportion rising among younger 

victims21.
‣ 40% of rape victims are children22. 8/10 children orphaned by AIDS lives in sub-saharan 

Africa 23.

Post-World Cup
‣ South Africa's sex business did not see any spike in activity during the soccer World Cup 

and the male patrons who participated in the trade practised safe sex24.
‣ Besides the 10-percent share of ticket revenues agreed before the tournament, FIFA still 

owes the city money for expenses related to post-tournament clean-up, electricity, water 
and additional requests on the new 3.4-billion-rand (494-million-dollar, 355-million-euro) 
Moses Mabhida Stadium 25.

‣ Roughly 1.5 million jobs have been lost, in spite of a major economic burst before and 
during the mid-2010 World Cup26.

‣ 9 out of 10 South Africans feeling that their country had a stronger sense of self-belief, 
while 87 percent felt more confident in the nation's capabilities27.

‣ Further confirmation of South Africa’s marketing success came earlier this month when 
publishers of the Oxford English Dictionary announced they will be adding “vuvuzela” — 
the noisy plastic horn blown by South African soccer fans –to their word list28.

‣ Parents in nearby Johannesburg rented their children to beggars for 20 Rand a day - just 
under £2 (US $3.00)29.

‣ Cricket South Africa chief executive Gerald Majola added that the fields at the stadiums 
were too small to host cricket games, and blamed that on the failure of cities to consult 
cricket authorities before construction30.



‣ ADT Johannesburg head Roy Rawlins said that in the western parts of Johannesburg, 
crime reports decreased by 70 percent, while the eastern parts saw a 60 percent drop31.
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